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1.0  PURPOSE 

1.1 This Advisory Circular (AC) provides guidance for the development of the Rescue 

Coordination Centre (RCC) Operations Manual 

1.2 Applicants for the certificate will be briefed by the Authority in as much detail as necessary 

regarding the preparation of Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) Operations Manual and 

other documents. The Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) Operations Manual is the 

principal document that supports the application for an ANSP certificate 

1.3 The Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) Operations Manual is based on the requirements 

outlined in the Civil Aviation (Certification of ANSP) Regulations 2017 and associated ICAO 

documents. 

2.0  REFERENCES 

(a) The Civil Aviation (Certification of ANSP) Regulations 2017 as amended 

(b) The Civil Aviation (Search and Rescue) Regulations 2017 as amended 

3.0  CONTENTS OF THE RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE (RCC) OPERATIONS 

MANUAL  

3.1 Introduction 

i) Foreword 

ii) Preface 

iii) Distribution  

iv) Record of Amendments 

v) List of reference documents 

vi) Table of content 

vii) Definitions 

viii) Abbreviations 

3.2 Section One: SAR Organization  

1.1 General 

1.2 Organization  

3.3 Section Two: Emergency Phases  

2.1 Types of Emergency phases  
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2.1.1 Uncertainty phase 

2.1.2 Alert phase 

2.1.3 Distress phase  

2.2 Declaration of emergency phases  

2.3 Action required by RCC  

3.4 Section Three: Search Planning and Operations 

3.1 SAR Planning and Operation Stages  

3.2 Determination of search areas  

3.5 Section Four: Satellite-Aided Search And Rescue  

4.1 General  

4.2 Two types of Emergency Beacons  

4.3 Search and Rescue Point of Contact (SPOC)  

4.4 International 406 Mhz Beacon Registration database (IBRD)  

4.5 Emergency Phase declaration  

3.6 Section Five: SAR Facilities  

5.1 Air Units  

5.2 Maritime Units  

5.3 Land Units  

5.4 Communications  

3.7 Section Six: Rescue Operations 

6.1 Overview of rescue planning and implementation  

6.2 Assessing the rescue requirements  

6.3 Determining the rescue units  

6.4 Monitoring the rescue  

6.5 Delegation  

3.8 Section Seven: Conclusion of SAR Operations  

7.1 Termination of SAR operations 

7.2 Records and reports  

3.9 Section Eight: SAR Agreements/Memoranda of Understanding  

8.1 Search and Rescue Agreements  

8.2 Memoranda of Understanding  
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8.3 Automated Mutual Assistance Vessel Rescue (AMVER) System  

3.10 Section Nine: Checklists 

9.1 Uncertainty Phase Check lists 

9.2 Alert Phase Checklist 

9.3 Distress Phase Checklist 

9.4 In need of Navigational Assistance 

9.5 Intercepts 
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